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Education has for its primary purpose the 
inculcation of social consciousness and in- 
dividual mental and spiritual growth. We 
are small, insignificant bits of life and all 
that is useless which does not tend to make 
us expand, recognize the value and worth- 
whileness of life. What is useless must 
be discarded. This country has the future 
of western civilization in its hands. Edu- 
cation can determine that future. What 
shall it be? Stagnation and final defeat, or 
sunrise, a new birth, and a more glorious 
future ? 
E. P. Browning 
FIFTY NOTABLE AMERICAN 
BOOKS OF 1931 
As Selected by the American Library 
Association 
HISTORY 
James Truslow Adams—The Epic of 
America. Little, Brown and Company. 
$3. 
Frederick Lewis Allen—Only Yesterday; 
an Informal History of the Nineteen- 
Twenties. Harper Brothers. $3. 
Archer Butler Hulbert—Forty-Niners. Lit 
tie, Brown and Company. $3.50. 
Walter Millis—Martial Spirit; a Study of 
our War with Spain. Houghton Mifflin 
Company. $4. 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
Charles P. Rowland—Survey of American 
Foreign Relations, 1931. Yale University 
Press. $5. 
Frank Herbert Simonds—Can Europe Keep 
the Peace? Harper and Brothers. $3. 
SOCIAL SCIENCE 
Louis Adamic—Dynamite; the Story of 
Class Violence in America. Viking Press. 
$3.50, 
Mary (Ritter) Beard—On Understanding 
Women. Longmans, Green and Com- 
pany. $3.50. 
Benjamin Nathan Cardozo—Law and Lit- 
erature, and other Essays and Addresses. 
Harcourt, Brace and Company. $2.75. 
Oliver Wendell Holmts—Representative 
Opinions of Mr. Justice Holmes. Van- 
guard Press. $4.50. 
Harry Wellington Laidler—Concentration 
of Control in American Industry. T. Y. 
Crowell Company. $3.75. 
Charles Edward Merriam—Making of Cit- 
izens; a Comparative Study of Methods 
of Civic Training. University of Chicago 
Press. $3. 
Charles Merz—The Dry Decade. Double- 
day, D'oran and Company. $3. 
Eleanor (Rowland) Wembridge. Life 
Among the Low-Brows. Houghton, 
Mifflin and Company. $2.50. 
ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS 
George Sylvester Counts—Soviet Challenge 
to America. John Day Company. $4. 
Paul H. Douglas and Aaron Director—The 
Problem of Unemployment. Macmillan 
Company. $3. 
Calvin Bryce Hoover—Economic Life 
of Soviet Russia. Macmillan Company. 
$3. 
James Harvey Rogers—America Weighs 
Her Gold. Yale University Press. $2.50. 
Sumner Huber Slichter—Mocfmi Economic 
Society. Henry Holt and Company. $5. 
Norman Mattoon Thomas—America's Way 
Out; a Program for Democracy. Mac- 
millan Company. $2.50. 
SCIENCE 
Morris Raphael Cohen—Reason and Na- 
ture; an Essay on the Meaning of Sci- 
entific Method. Harcourt, Brace and 
Company. $5. 
Raymond Lee Ditmars—Snakes of the 
World. Macmillan Company. $6. 
Edward Murray East—Biology in Human 
Affairs.. Whittlesey House, McGraw Hill. 
$3.50. 
Earnest Albert Hooton. Up From the Ape. 
Macmillan Company. $5, 
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Leland Ossian Howard. The Insect Men- 
ace. Century Company. $3.50. 
PHILOSOPHY 
John Dewey—Philosophy and Civilization. 
Minton, Balch and Company. $5. 
Irwin Edman—The Contemporary and His 
Soul. Jonathan Cape and Harrison 
Smith, Inc. $2.50. 
Harry Allen Overstreet. Enduring Quest; 
a Search for a Philosophy of Life. W. 
W. Norton and Company, Inc. $3. 
BIOGRAPHY 
Gustav Eckstein—Noguchi. Harper and 
Brothers. $5. 
Emma Goldman—Living My Life. Alfred 
A. Knopf. $7.50. 
Matthew Josephson—Jean-Jacques Rous- 
seau. Harcourt Brace and Company. $5. 
Frederick VdXmtv—N ewton D. Baker, 
America at War. Dodd, Mead and Com- 
pany. $7.50. 
Henry Fowles Pringle—Theodore Roose- 
velt, a Biography. Harcourt, Brace and 
Company. $5. 
Agnes Repplier—Mere Marie of the Ursu- 
lines, a study in Adventure. Doubleday, 
D'oran and Company. $2.50. 
Lincoln Steffens—The Autobiography of 
Lincoln Steffens. Harcourt, Brace and 
Company. $7.50. 
BELLES LETTRES AND ART 
Henry Seidel Canby—Classic Americans; 
a Study of Eminent American Writers 
from Irving to Whitman. Harcourt, 
Brace and Company. $3. 
Thomas Craven—Men of Art. Simon and 
Schuster. $3. 
Edna St. Vincent Millay—Fatal Interview. 
Harper and Brothers. $2.50. 
Lewis Mumford—Brown Decades, a Study 
of the Arts in America. Harcourt, Brace 
and Company. $3. 
Eugene O'Neill—Mourning Becomes Elec- 
tro. Horace Liveright, Inc. $2.50. 
Constance Mayfield Rourke—American 
Humor; a Study of the National Char- 
acter. Harcourt, Brace and Company. 
$3.50. 
Edmund Wilson—Axel's Castle; a Study of 
the Imaginative Literature of 1870-1930. 
Charles Scribner's Sons. $2.50. 
Frank Lloyd Wright—Modern Architec- 
ture; Being the Kahn Lectures for 1930. 
Princeton University. $4. 
TRAVEL 
Carleton Beals—Mexican Maze. J. B. Lip- 
pincott Company. $3. 
Stuart Chase and Marian Tyler—Mexico, a 
Study of Two Americas. Macmillan 
Company. $3. 
Edwin Rogers Embree—-Rroww America, 
the Story of a New Race. Viking Press. 
$2.50. 
Maurice Hindus—Red Bread. Jonathan 
Cape and Harrison Smith. $3.50. 
Walter Prescott Webb—Great Plains. Ginn 
and Company. $4. 
FICTION 
Pearl Buck—Good Earth. John Day Com- 
pany. $2.50. 
Willa Gather—Shadows on the Rock. 
Alfred A. Knopf. $2. 
Self-Government can succeed only 
through an instructed electorate. The more 
complex the problems of the nation become, 
the greater the need for more and more ad- 
vanced instruction.—Herbert Hoover. 
Without Popular education no gov- 
ernment which rests on popular action can 
long endure; the people must be schooled in 
the knowledge and if possible in the virtues 
upon which the maintenance and success 
of free institutions depend.—W oodrow 
Wilson. 
Teachers may help themselves by con- 
stantly improving their efficiency. To main- 
tain salaries, we must make unmistakable 
the difference in the product effected by 
the trained and the untrained instructors. 
—E. M. Hosman, in Nebraska Educational 
Journal, 
